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(This entry is the first of a series I'm grouping under the label 'Speculative Modernism. Though I don't think he had read any Kierkegaard when I met him, had spent the seven years we'd been living together in Denmark acquainting himself with the more arcane facts surrounding Kierkegaard's life and writings. Some time ago I posted about a beautiful book cover — Kierkegaard's The Seducer's Diary featured at Sutura. But do I feel that I understand Kierkegaard better for reading it? Kierkegaard complained that: "What I really lack is to be clear in my mind, what I am to do, not what I am to knowthe thing is to find a truth which is true for me, to find the idea for which I can live and die." either/or In one of his major works Either/Or, Kierkegaard suggests two approaches on how we can choose to live life - the 'aesthetic', which is hedonistic in character and emphasizes immediate gratification and the 'ethical', which, in contrast, is built on duty and obligation. This site is published by the Office of Public Affairs, which is part of the Advancement Division. €Either/Or” by Soren Kierkegaard, abridged and translated by Alastair Hannay. I have a moderately sized collection of books. I read this anthology as part of my daily Lenten discipline because I wanted to immerse myself in some spiritual writing that required serious concentration. And fled from Copenhagen to Berlin. I feel a thinker shows genius if he or she is either able to provide you a tool which enables you to understand more of the world around you, or a question mark that primes you to question the same world and its mechanisms. There, he swiftly composed two of his most important books, Either/Or and Fear and Trembling. When we finally found one, we went immediately to the “Letters” section at the back. His reputation as a precursor to Symbolism has largely to do with his inclusion in two early critical works that helped to define the Symbolist canon: Paul Verlaine's The Accursed Poets (1888), and Remy de Gourmont's The Book of Masks (1896) (from which Felix Valloton's drawing of Kierkegaard begins the "Diapsalmata" section of Either/Or with a stunning definition of the poet:. Do you have an idea or feedback to share? I was pleased, one day in 1997, to see an article by Updike on “The Seducer's Diary” portion of Kierkegaard's Either-Or in the May 29, edition of the Review. I recently had the opportunity to test this question on a visit with students to the homeland of Søren Kierkegaard, one of Europe's leading 19th-century intellectuals. My father-in-law, though, has quite an impressive collection of books. Having not read philosophy for a while, I've lost the knack for it. 
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